
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michigan vs. The Boys  by Carrie S. Allen (2019) 
Michigan Manning lives for hockey, and this is her year to shine. That is, until she gets 

some crushing news: budget cuts will keep the girls' hockey team off the ice this year. 

If she wants colleges to notice her, Michigan has to find a way to play. Luckily, there's 

still one team left in town ... 

The boys' team isn't exactly welcoming, but Michigan's prepared to prove herself. She 

plays some of the best hockey of her life, in fact, all while putting up with changing in the 

broom closet, constant trash talk and "harmless" pranks that always seem to target her. 

But once hazing crosses the line into assault, Michigan must weigh the consequences of 

speaking up - even if it means putting her future on the line. 

 

 

Shadowed  by Carl Deuker (2024) 
Nate plays soccer, but he doesn't love it. He plays because it's what his family expects. 

Then Lucas Cawley moves in across the street. Lucas isn't like any of Nate's sports 

friends--he's poor, his parents are mostly absent, and he's devoted to his sister, Megan, 

who has a learning disability. Lucas may be an outcast at school, but he and Nate find 

common ground in their fierce games of one-on-one basketball. It's not long before Nate 

realizes that basketball is his sport. But Nate has an ax to grind with star players Colin 

and Bo, who have disrespected him for years. Nate believes that outplaying those two is 

the most important thing . . . until he learns that life is about more than getting ready for 

the next game. 

 

 

Breath Like Water  by Anna Jarzab (2020) 

Susannah Ramos has always loved the water. A swimmer whose early talent made her a 

world champion, Susannah was poised for greatness in a sport that demands so much of 

its young. But an inexplicable slowdown has put her dream in jeopardy, and Susannah is 

fighting to keep her career afloat when two important people enter her life: a new coach 

and a charming fellow swimmer named Harry Matthews. 

As Susannah begins her long and painful climb back to the top, her friendship with Harry 

blossoms into passionate and supportive love. But Harry is facing challenges of his own, 

and even as their bond draws them closer together, other forces work to tear them apart.  
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Blood Sport  by Tash McAdam (2020) 
Jason is sure his sister, Becca, was murdered, but he's the only one who thinks so. After 

finding a photograph Becca kept hidden, he decides to infiltrate a boxing gym to prove 

that she didn't die accidentally. As a transgender kid, Jason's been fighting for as long as 

he can remember, and those skills are going to come in handy as he investigates. Quickly 

invited into the inner circle, Jason must balance newfound friendships with the burning 

hate that drives him. Jason soon feels torn between two worlds, determined to discover 

what happened to his sister but struggling with the fact that this is the first time he's ever 

felt like he belonged somewhere. 

 

 

 

Out of Our League   (2024) 
Every athlete knows what it takes to win. But for teen female players, the stakes are so 

much higher. In this anthology, the voices of these athletes come alive, highlighting the 

ferocity of those who are often shunted to the side. From navigating rampant misogyny 

to forging a sisterhood through sweat or just reveling in the love of the game, the stories 

in Out of Our League address the phenomenal physical and emotional power of teenage 

athletes as they compete, persevere, and thrive, on and off the field. 

 

 

 

 

She Drives Me Crazy  by Kelly Quindlen (2021) 

After an embarrassing loss to her ex-girlfriend in their first basketball game of the season, 

seventeen-year-old Scottie Zajac gets into a fender bender with her nemesis, Irene 

Abraham, head cheerleader for the Fighting Reindeer. When the accident sends Irene's 

car to the shop for repairs, the girls are forced to carpool, and their rocky start only gets 

worse. In trying to get back at her toxic ex, Scottie bribes Irene into a fake-dating scheme 

that threatens to reveal some very real feelings. 

 

 

 

 

 

Those Summer Nights  by Laura Silverman (2022) 
Hannah used to be all about focus, back before she shattered her ankle and her Olympic 

dreams in one bad soccer play. These days, she's all about distraction--anything to keep 

the painful memories of her recent past at bay, including the string of bad decisions that 

landed her at boarding school for a year. 

Enter Bonanza, the local entertainment multiplex and site of Hannah's summer 

employment. With its mini golf course, bowling alley, and arcade--not to mention her hot, 

flirty coworker Patrick--Bonanza seems like the perfect way to stay distracted. Until her 

boss announces the annual Bonanza tournament, a staff competition that brings her past 

Olympic nightmares crashing back into her present. 
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