
 

 

 

 

 

 

Brighter Than the Sun  by Daniel Aleman (2023) 

After the loss of her mother, high school junior Soledad finds herself struggling to 

balance classes and her new job in California to support her family in Tijuana, Mexico, in 

this thoughtful story about identity, immigration, and family 

 

 

 

 

 

Plan A  by Deb Caletti (2023) 
Ivy can't entirely believe it when the plus sign appears on the test. She didn't even know it 

was possible from . . . what happened. But it is, and now she is, and instead of spending 

the summer working at the local drugstore and swooning over her boyfriend, Lorenzo, 

suddenly she's planning a cross-country road trip to her grandmother's house on the West 

Coast, where she can legally obtain an abortion. 

Escaping her small Texas town and the judgment of her friends and neighbors, Ivy hits 

the road with Lorenzo, who, determined to make the best of their "abortion road trip love 

story," has transformed the journey into a whirlwind tour of the world. 

 

 

When We Had Summer  by Jennifer Castle (2023) 

When thirteen-year-old Summer Sisters, Daniella, Alaina, and Penelope are about to be 

separated for the summer after the death of their friend Carly, they vow to complete the 

bucket list she wrote before she passed. 
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This Town is on Fire  by Pamela N. Harris (2023) 

A page-turning YA contemporary novel about a Black teenager whose life is turned 

upside down when her white best friend becomes the latest "Becky" on the internet, and 

their town is left reeling from the publicity. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Invisible Son  by Kim Johnson (2023) 
After spending two months in a juvenile detention center for a crime he did not commit, 

seventeen-year-old Andre Jackson returns home and tries to adapt to a Covid-19 world 

and find his missing best friend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I'd Rather Burn Than Bloom  by Shannon C. F. Rogers (2023) 
Alternating between present day and flashbacks, multiracial Filipina-American teen 

Marisol tries to figure out who she really is in the wake of her mother's sudden death. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One Word, Six Letters  by Adib Khorram (2026) 
Freshmen Dayton and Farshid couldn't be more different--or so it seems. 

When Dayton takes a dare and shouts the f-slur at a visiting author during a school event, 

it sets off a chain reaction that forces both boys to face parts of themselves they'd rather 

ignore. Dayton faces rejection from his friends, disappointment from his parents, and a 

growing awareness of the harm he's caused. Meanwhile, Farshid is left to untangle his 

own feelings--about himself and about the quiet struggle of coming to terms with his 

queerness in a world steeped in heteronormativity. As their lives unexpectedly intersect, 

Dayton and Farshid must reckon with what kind of men they want to become and 

whether they have the courage to defy toxic masculinity and societal expectations. 
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After We Burned  by Marieke Nijikamp (2025) 
A terrible accident. A horrible loss. A regrettable tragedy. That's all anyone in Fenix can 

talk about when a fire consumes the local high school, taking the life of a student. The 

town mourns, except who really knew―let alone cared about―Eden when she was 
alive? And why was she in the building that night? 

Five teens each hold a piece of the truth about what happened. They also have their own 

secrets, secrets they will fight to protect with the same fury as the blaze that killed Eden. 

But silence is meant to be broken, and this story can't be extinguished… 

 

 

 

Breathe and Count Back From Ten  by Natalia Sylvester (2022) 
Verónica has had many surgeries to manage her disability. The best form of 

rehabilitation is swimming, so she spends hours in the pool, but not just to strengthen her 

body. Her Florida town is home to Mermaid Cove, a kitschy underwater attraction where 

professional mermaids perform in giant tanks . . . and Verónica wants to audition. But 

her conservative Peruvian parents would never go for it. And they definitely would never 

let her be with Alex, her cute new neighbor. She decides it's time to seize control of her 

life, but her plans come crashing down when she learns her parents have been hiding the 

truth from her-the truth about her own body. 

 

 

All My Rage  by Sabaa Tahir (2022) 
Salahudin and Noor are more than best friends; they are family. Growing up as outcasts 

in the small desert town of Juniper, California, they understand each other the way no one 

else does. Until The Fight, which destroys their bond with the swift fury of a star 

exploding. 

Now, Sal scrambles to run the family motel as his mother Misbah’s health fails and his 
grieving father loses himself to alcoholism. Noor, meanwhile, walks a harrowing 

tightrope: working at her wrathful uncle’s liquor store while hiding the fact that she’s 
applying to college so she can escape him—and Juniper—forever. 

 

 

Saints of the Household  by Ari Tison (2023) 

When brothers Max and Jay help a classmate in trouble, they struggle with the 

consequences of their violent actions and worry they may be more like their abusive 

father than they thought, so the brothers turn to their Bribri roots to find their way 

forward. 
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