
 

 

 

 

 

 

Always Human  by Ari North (2020) 
In the near-future, people use technology to give the illusion of all kinds of body 

modifications-but some people have "Egan's Syndrome," a highly sensitive immune 

system that rejects these "mods" and are unable to use them. Those who are affected 

maintain a "natural" appearance, reliant on cosmetics and hair dye at most to help them 

play with their looks. Sunati is attracted to Austen the first time she sees her and is drawn 

to what she assumes is Austen's bravery and confidence to live life unmodded. When 

Sunati learns the truth, she's still attracted to Austen and asks her on a date. Gradually, 

their relationship unfolds as they deal with friends, family, and the emotional conflicts 

that come with every romance. Together, they will learn and grow in a story that reminds 

us no matter how technology evolves, we will remain ... always human. 

 

Bloom  by Kevin Panetta (2019) 

Now that high school is over, Ari is dying to move to the big city with his ultra-hip band-

-if he can just persuade his dad to let him quit his job at their struggling family bakery. 

Though he loved working there as a kid, Ari cannot fathom a life wasting away over 

rising dough and hot ovens. But while interviewing candidates for his replacement, Ari 

meets Hector, an easygoing guy who loves baking as much as Ari wants to escape it. As 

they become closer over batches of bread, love is ready to bloom . . . that is, if Ari doesn't 

ruin everything. 

 

 

Camp Spirit  by Axelle Lenoir (2020) 
Summer camp is supposed to be about finding nirvana in a rock garden... But Elodie 

prefers Nirvana and Soundgarden. Can she confront rambunctious kids, confusing 

feelings, and supernatural horrors all at once? 

Summer 1994: with just two months left before college, Elodie is forced by her mother to 

take a job as a camp counselor. She doesn't know the first thing about nature, or sports, of 

kids for that matter... but now she's responsible for a foul-mouthed horde of red-headed 

girls who just might win her over, whether she likes it or not. Just as Elodie starts getting 

used to her new environment, though -- and close to one of the other counselors -- a dark 

mystery lurking around the camp begins to haunt her dreams. 
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Check Please!:  #Hockey  by Ngozi Ukazu (2018) 

Eric Bittle may be a former junior figure skating champion, vlogger extraordinaire, and 

very talented amateur patissier, but being a freshman on the Samwell University hockey 

team is a whole new challenge. There's checking (anything that hinders the player with 

possession of the puck, ranging from a stick check all the way to a physical sweep). And 

then, there is Jack--his very attractive but moody captain. 
 

A collection of the first half of the megapopular webcomic series, Check, Please: 

#Hockey is the first book of a hilarious and stirring two-volume coming-of-age story 

about hockey, bros, and trying to find yourself during the best four years of your life. 

 

Heartstopper 1  by Alice Oseman (2020) 
Shy and softhearted Charlie Spring sits next to rugby player Nick Nelson in class one 

morning. A warm and intimate friendship follows, and that soon develops into something 

more for Charlie, who doesn't think he has a chance. 

 

But Nick is struggling with feelings of his own, and as the two grow closer and take on 

the ups and downs of high school, they come to understand the surprising and delightful 

ways in which love works. 

 

 

 

Forest Hills Bootleg Society  by Dave Baker (2022) 
When Brooke, Kelly, Maggie, and Melissa buy a bootleg anime DVD at a gas station, 

they get much more than they bargained for with Super Love XL. It's so unlike anything 

they've seen, definitely would take over their extremely conservative Christian school. 

That's when they have the idea to sell copies to local boys...for twenty dollars a pop. 

At first, everything goes perfectly, but as the market for mildly titillating anime DVDs 

grows, the girls realize they'll need new material. On top of figuring out how to replicate 

their first success, there's growing tension within the group.  

Will the four girls' shared history be strong enough to see them through this upheaval? Or 

will they learn that some things can only end in heartbreak? 

 

 

Just Between Us  by Adeline Kon (2026) 
Lydia Chen knows how good she is on the ice. Technically perfect, she's been the one to 

beat since her debut years ago. 

Except now, something is missing in her performances--a spark that's been gone for a 

while. Between the constant training, appealing to sponsors to fund her, and the pressure 

to perform, Lydia's passion for skating has disappeared. 

When her rival Elaine Yee starts training at the same rink, Lydia's struck by the emotion 

in Elaine's routines and unwillingly finds herself getting closer to her as they compete for 

a spot in the Olympics. 

As the tension between them comes to a head, Lydia's about to find out how a competitor 

can become an ally and figure out how to feel alive on the ice again. 

https://catalog.tln.lib.mi.us/?section=resource&resourceid=81111431&currentIndex=4&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://catalog.tln.lib.mi.us/?section=resource&resourceid=863718861&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://catalog.tln.lib.mi.us/?section=resource&resourceid=2808526940&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://catalog.tln.lib.mi.us/?section=resource&resourceid=6188919938&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab


Kiss Number 8  by Colleen A. F. Venable (2019) 

Amanda can’t figure out what’s so exciting about kissing. It’s just a lot of teeth clanking, 

germ swapping, closing of eyes so you can’t see that godzilla-sized zit just inches from 

your own hormonal monstrosity. All of her seven kisses had been horrible in different 

ways, but nothing compared to the awfulness that followed Kiss Number Eight. An 

exploration of sexuality, family, and faith, Kiss Number Eight is a coming-of-age tale 

filled with humor and hope. 

 

 

 

 

Laura Dean Keeps Breaking Up with Me  by Mariko Tamaki (2019) 
All Freddy Riley wants is for Laura Dean to stop breaking up with her. 

The day they got together was the best one of Freddy's life, but nothing's made sense 

since. Laura Dean is popular, funny, and SO CUTE ... but she can be really thoughtless, 

even mean. Their on-again, off-again relationship has Freddy's head spinning — and 

Freddy's friends can't understand why she keeps going back. 

When Freddy consults the services of a local mystic, the mysterious Seek-Her, she isn't 

thrilled with the advice she receives. But something's got to give: Freddy's heart is 

breaking in slow motion, and she may be about to lose her very best friend as well as her 

last shred of self-respect. Fortunately for Freddy, there are new friends, and the insight of 

advice columnist Anna Vice, to help her through being a teenager in love. 

 

 

The Princess and the Grilled Cheese Sandwich  by Deya Muniz (2023) 
Lady Camembert wants to live life on her own terms, without marriage. Well, without 

marrying a man, that is. But the law of the land is that women cannot inherit. So when 

her father passes away, she does the only thing she can: She disguises herself as a man 

and moves to the capital city of the Kingdom of Fromage to start over as Count 

Camembert. 

But it's hard to keep a low profile when the beautiful Princess Brie, with her fierce 

activism and great sense of fashion, catches her attention. Camembert can't resist getting 

to know the princess, but as the two grow closer, will she able to keep her secret? 

 

 

Stars In Their Eyes  by Jessica Walton (2023) 
Pop culture-obsessed Maisie can't wait to get to her first Fancon. But being a queer, 

disabled teenager with chronic pain comes with challenges. Can Maisie make it through 

the day without falling over, falling in love or accidentally inspiring anyone? Maisie has 

always dreamed of meeting her hero, Kara Bufano, an amputee actor who plays a kick-

arse amputee character in her favorite show. Fancon is big and exciting and exhausting. 

Then she meets Ollie, a cute volunteer who she has a lot in common with. Could this be 

the start of something, or will her mom, who doesn't seem to know what boundaries are, 

embarrass her before she and Ollie have a chance? 
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